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North Carolina 
C O U N T Y : 

Alleghany 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

h NAME 
C O M M O N ; 

Brinegar Cabin 
A N D / O R H I S T O Rl C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

At mile 238-5, Blue Ridge Parkway 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Whitehead v i c i n i t y (the Hon. Wilmer p. M i z e l l , F i f t h Congressional Dis1:riot) 

North Carolina 
{3. CLASStFicATION 
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C O U N T Y : 

Alleghany 005 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict 55 Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

a Public 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

Q In Process 

[ 1 Being Considered 

STATUS 

E Occupied 

i I Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

^ Restricted 

[ I Unrestricted 

• No 

P R E S E N T USE CChec/c One Of More as A p p r o p r f a f e ) 

I i Agricultural 

i I Commercial 

I I Educational 

[ I Entertainment 

Q Government 

\ I Industrial 

• Mil itary 

M u s e u m 

• Pork 

• Private Residence 

• R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 Scientific 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

i I C o m m e n t s 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

National Park Service 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

United States Department of the Interior, l8th and C streets. N. W 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

L™ ^ Washington 
[ 5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N ' 

D. C- 11 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Alleghany County Coiirthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Sparta 
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T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 19^9 g Federal • State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Library of Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

East Capitol and Independence Avenue, S./R. 
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7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

( C h e c * O n e ; 

£ ] E x c e l l e n t CD Good Q F a i r • De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d g U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved H Or i g i na l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Brinegar Cabin i s t y p i c a l of the small farm dwellings b u i l t 
throughout the mountain region of North Carolina during the past two 
hundred years. I t i s a one-story l o g house covered w i t h lapped...siding and 
r e s t ing on an uncoursed f ie lds tone foundation. The gable roof retains 
ea r ly wooden shingles. "— 

The only opening on the f r o n t (east) facade i s a central entrance w i t h 
a p l a i n heavy surround and a board-and-batten door. The i n t e r i o r i s 
l i g h t e d by one t i n y window beside the large stone chinmey on the south end 
and a s l i g h t l y larger window containing six-orer- two sash on the north w a l l 
A rectangular louvered vent w i t h crude horizontals bars located near the apek 
of the north gable ven t i l a tes the a t t i c . 

On the rear of the cabin i s a shed addi t ion w i t h a smaller stone 
chimney on the south side. The addi t ion has a centra l ex ter ior door on the 
rear (west) facade s imi la r i n design to the main entrance. Flanking the 
door are windows containing four-over-two sash. 

The i n t e r i o r consists of two rooms, one i n the main block and one i n 
the shed addi t ion . B oth are f i n i shed w i t h ho r i zon ta l l y sheathed wal ls and 
low exposed-be am' ce i l i ngs . The mantels, which may be replacements, are 
quite s±asple w i t h heavy shelves supported by large brackets. The unfinishe(|i 
a t t i c i s reached by a ladder r i s i n g on the rear w a l l i n the main room. 

Located to the northwest of the house i s a frame outbui lding covered 
w i t h lapped s iding and protected by a gable roo f . Beneath the bu i ld ing i s 
a f u l l stone basement entered through a board-and-batten door on the south 
side. This basement probably served as a da i ry . 
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. S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 
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MS 

CO 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I \ Commun ica t i ons 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

\ I Eng ineer ing 

I I I ndus t ry 

I I I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A rch i tec ture 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

I I M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

About l880 Martin Brinegar and his young bride, the former Caroline 
Joines, settled on their newly purchasediarm. The site of their homestead 
was a tract at an elevation of 3,500 feet i n the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
Alleghany County. I t took Martin five years to complete the cabin and 
several outbuildings that stood nearby. I t i s said that except for the 
placing of the heavy logs of the cabin, he did a l l of the work himself. 
In addition to farming Martin worked as a cobbler. He attended and was 
clerk of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church. 

Followirg the death of Martin Brinegar i n 1925, his widow lived i n 
the cabin for a decade, after which i t was purchased by the state of North 
Carolina. The state later donated the property to the federal government, 
and i t became a part of the lands conprising the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
Currently the Brinegar Cabin houses a display of mountain crafts and 
weaving. The cabin i s notable as an unusually well-preserved exanple of 
a type of construction that was used not only by the early settlers i n 
the eighteenth century but also by settlers of more remote regions i n 
later times. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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I f . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 
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State Department of Archives and History 28 July 1971 
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109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Rale i g h 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n v State E Local • 

Name 

H. G. Jones 

Title Di rec tor , State Department of 
Archives and History 

Date 28 J v l j 1971 

North, .narnliiia, 37 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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1 Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| l . NAME 

S T A T E 

North Carolina 

Alleghany 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 
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C O M M O N : Brinegar Cabin 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

at mile 238.g of Blue Ridge Parkway 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Whitehead v i c i n i t y 

North Carolina 37 
COUNTY: 

/N 

Alleg;hany /^^ 
S O U R C E : / 

Alleghany County Map, State Highway Commission 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Brinegar Cabin Alleghany, 72000922 

North Carolina 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

Photographs 

JLUSGSMap 
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AUG 1 1975 
H34-PR 

Mrs. Irs 6. Brlnegsr 
1024 RlchsBOod Avenue 
Ottuinsrs, Iowa 52501 

Dear Mrs. Brinegar: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the Brlnegsr Cabin. Whitehead. 
Horth Carolina. 

We are enclosing a copy of the nomination form for the Brinegar 
Cabin. The ncnalnation deals only briefly with the history of Martin 
Brinegar and his family, but more information may be available from 
the State. We suggest you write the Horth Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Dr. Larry K. Tise, Director, Division of 
Archives and History, Department of Cultural Resources, 109 East 
Jones Street, Raleigh, Horth Carolina 27611, to see i f his office 
has additional Information about the cabin. 

We hope this Information will be helpful to you. We will be happy 
to answer any further questions. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Sgd.) William J. Murtagh 

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Hatlonal Register 

Enclosure 

cc: Dr. Larry E. Tise SHPO North Carolina w/c inc. 
bcc: Regional Director, Southeast Region w/c inc. 

Director's Reading File 
DI 
PR-w/c inc. 

FNP: E Smith:fdf 7-29-75 ( BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 


