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1« Name of Property
H>tolc reme Vogler, William T. Cottage™
other names/site number  Locust Grove Cottage

2. Location

dregt & nurba E side R 1478, approx. 1.3 mi, NEaf m 2i liyAot for publication
aty, omn Roaring G
date North Carolina aode NC aunty Alleghany code Zip code Mfcifa
3. Claaslflcatlon
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fn private d buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
H public-local o district 1 buildings
e  public-State SIB aitea
r~l pubiic-Federai structure 1 structures
* Oged objects
2  Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register, 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National IHistorlc Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60,
In My gcpnion, tlw”jrof meists does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria, EH See continuation aheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Servica Cartlficatlon JSaeed In the
i, ereby, certify that this property is; jI»tioD&| BeglstflP
entered in the National Register,
| | See continuation sheet.
| I determined eligible for the National
Register, O See continuation sheet.
| I determined not eligible for the
Nationai Register,

H removed from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

ure of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Uae

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic/single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from Instructions)

Quemn Anne

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
Se contintiation sheets.

Current Functions (enter categories from Instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone
wdls weatherboard

roof tin
other wood

See continuation sheet
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7. Description

The William T. Vogler Cottage at Roaring Gap stands ont he
eastern ridge of t hemountain, where most of theearly cottages i nthe
devel opment were built, facing t heexpansive Yadkin River valley
below. Pilot Mountain i svisible totheeast. The Vogler Cottage i s
situated on 2.21 acres across fromt hepresent-day golf course, and
the front of t hehouse faces east, toward t hemountain vistas. The
rear of thecottage faces thegolf course, and t he expansive rear yard
features a two-story garage with an apartment erected i nt he 1920s
(contributing building), a 1940s concrete well punp house (non-
contributing buildlng) and a 1960s shuffle board court (non-

contributing structur ) The Eastern Continental Divide i ssaidto
run. just west of t he punp house. The entrance t ot heVogler property
is delineated by a split-rail fence and a ranch-style post and lintel

drive-through over thedriveway. The property i nfront of thecottage
slopes steeply down t hemountainside and was |andscaped originally
into seven distinct terraces, nost of which have beconme overgrown. The
vista fromthefront porch of t heVogler Cottage remains nuch t he sane
as | tdidwhen thecottage was built, with theexception of the view
to thenortheast which has been obstructed by recent additions to the
cottage next door. The integrity of theview i sexceeded only bythe
architectural integrity of thecottage itself; having had only a few
m nor alterations, i tremains almost identical toitsearly 20th
century appearance, both inside and out.

The Vogler Cottage, built 1908 t 0 1909, i sa one and a half
story, frame cottage influenced by t he Queen Anne style. | t has a
| arge wrap-around porch on three sides, a three-bay facade with an
encl osed, one-bay porch on t hesecond story, and a one and a half
story rear ell which i sshorter than themain block. The cottage
features a yellow-paintedweatherboard exterior with a redroof of
standing seamt i npunctuated by two interior brick chimey stacks, one
above t heroofline i nthemain block and t heother above t herearel |
to accompdate a kitchen stove flue. A hip-roofed dormer also
punctuates t herear elevation of thehouse. Fenestrationconsists of
four-over-four wi ndows, except for two four-light windows i nt he gable
ends, six-over-six windows i nt heenclosed second-story porch, and a
Queen Anne style block window of stained glass on thenorth elevation.
W ndow and door surrounds areplain, post and lintel construction. The
front door features applied moldings beneath one |arge, beveled pane
of glass. The expansive, wrap-around attached porch 1 saccented by
turned posts topped by decorative sawn brackets, plain square
balusters under thehand railing, and a flush-boardceiling with
exposed rafters. The open porch extends theentire length of t he east
and south elevations, as well as half of thelength of the north
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el evation. A one-bay second story porch originally stood over t he
front door area of t hewap-around porch, but it was enclosed afew
years after t hehouse was built, formng a Iar?e, gable-front dorner
on t heeast facade. The large space under t hefront porch i senclosed
with lattice-work, masking thetall support posts necessary to
acconodate t hecottage's slopln? mount ai nside site. The rear (west)
el evation of t hecottage has a fieldstone foundation.

~ The exterior of thecottage has changed [ittle since itsfirst
Simer of occupation i n1909, with theonly significant alterations
being t heenclosure of both thefront dormer and t heback porch
adjacent t ot hekitchen and rear hall and t herenoval of shutters. The
back porch was enclosed after t hesumer of 1909, and t he second-story
front porch was enclosed a fewyears later ("W T. Vogler Cottage,
Roaring Gap"). Red and ?reen paint remains ontheturned bands of the
porch posts which were left inplace when t he back porch was encl osed,
and documentary photographs showthat t heturned porch posts were
probably polychromatic, although they arenow yellowlike therest of
the house. Wth theexception of electrical wiring installed i n 1924,
updated bathroom fixtures i nsone bathrooms, and theenclosure of two
smal | fireplace openings, theinterior of thehouse also remains
virtually untouched since its construction. Even nmuch of theoriginal
furniture and other decor remains. None of t hehorizontal, flush, wood
ﬁanellng. has been painted, except i ntheenclosed upstairs porch which
as vertical, beaded paneling.

The interior of thehouse i savariation of a three-room pl an
around a central chimey, a plan typical of WIlliam Vogler's Moravian
ancestors. The original woods used i nthecottage include chestnut
beans i nall of thedownstairs ceilings and forest pine i nall the
post and lintel door casings and i nthemin staircase. Yellow pine
was used i nall of thedownstairs floors and i nall the five-paneled
doors throughout t hehouse, and white pine was used for t heupstairs
floors ("W T. Vogler Cottage, Roaring Gap", "Voods used i n Cottage").
The front door opens fromt eForch into themain [iving room Al l of
the other roons on thefirst floor, with theexception of thekitchen,
radiate fromtheliving room with its massive, dry-laid fieldstone
central fireplace with a keystone-arched opening. Queen Anne-style
influence i sapparent i nthenorthwest corner of theliving roomwhere
a closed-string staircase with turned balusters and a decorative newel

post rises froma stair landing illumnated by a small stained glass
w ndow. A doorway |eads fromthestair Iand|n? down into t hedining
room The original oil lanmp fixture forthe

! , theliving roomhangs i n the
attic and was used until 1924 when electricity was installed ("WIIliam
T. Vogler Cottage").

The two smaller roonms on t hesouth side of thestone fireplacei n
the [iving roomfeature small corner fireplaces which have been
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temporarily closed. A back hall leads t ot heenclosed back porch
which connects tothekitchen/ell area, and t hedining room door opens
fromtheintersection of theback hall and themain |iving area. The
dining room |ocated onthenorth side of t hehouse, features a table,
chairs and sideboard that were nade at t hecottage by mountain
craftsmen i n1908. The sideboard i syellow pine, thetable i swhite
pine and forest pine, andthechairs arewhite oak ("W T. Vogler
Cottage, Roaring Gap", "Wods Used | nCottage"). The kitchen adjoins
the dining roomand contains theforest pine drainboard used by Ms.
W T. Vogler. | talso features a walk-in pantry, a door t ot he back
porch and t henarrow back steps t othesecond floor.

O t hesecond floor, four bedrooms open off of a central hallway
| eading fromtheformer second-story porch onthefront t oa bathroom
at therear. Al | of t hebedrooms have built-in furniture with shelves
for lamps and bowls and pitchers. The southeast bedroom contains
narrow enclosed steps totheunfinishedattic. A back stairhall |eads
fromthenorthwest bedroominto therear el |l and down t ot he kitchen.

Just north of theentrance t ot heVogler property stands a
two-story frame garage (contributing building), probably erectedi n
the 1920s. | t does not appear i nt heearliest photographs of the
property. The south elevation features garage openings for two cars
with two, four-over-four w ndows above. On theeast side of the
building which faces themain cottage stands a stone chimey forthe
stove flue i nt hegarage apartment, flanked by twofour-over-four
wi ndows. The north elevation contains a flight of wooden steps
|l eading t ot heentrance t ot hegarage apartment, and t he west
elevation features one four-over-fourw ndow. The interior arrangement
of theapartment consists of two roons which open off of a hallway
containing a kitchen counter and t hedoor t ot hebathroom The
apartment i scompletely sheathed i nunpainted wood paneling.

The yard (contributing site) surrounding t heVogler Cottage
features a split-rail fence erected i n1974, and a ranch-styl e post
and lintel entrance over thedriveway. Early photographs of the
cottage showt heproperty fenced with theranch-style entrance. Arow
of pine trees planted i n1975 stands along thenorth border of the | ot
and replaces thepines planted i n1909 by W T. Vogler. These pines
had t o be cut down i n1974, and Harold Vogler took a cross-sectionof
one of thetrees t onake t hetable which stands i ntheliving roomof
the cottage. There ar e seven, dry-laid stone terraces, each
approxi mately one hundred feet long, spaced down t hemountainside i n
front of thecottage. Sone of theoriginal plant material such as
apple trees and grape vines remains on these terraces, but forthe
most part theterraces have beconme overgrown, and, with theexception
of thefirst two, they arehard t orecognize as a |andscape feature.
Ot her plant material onthel ot consists of forsythia, pink wyegelia
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and purple rhododendron, as well as plants brought from Ms. Elizabeth
Zachary Vogler's childhood hone i nBrevard, N C Ms. Vogler brought
peonies, nmaiden hair ferns, ground covering ferns, roses and nmountain
hydrangeas t o Roaring Gap i n 1978 from t he house as 118 South Main St .
in Brevard.

| mmedi ately behind t herear el | stands a concrete block punp
house (non-contributing building) which houses t hepressure tankf or

the well. | t stands near t hesite of theoriginal windm Il which
punped water f.romt he90-foot deep well into a cypress water tank 30
feet above t he well. The water was then fedby gravity intothe

kitchen and baths. An electric punp replaced t hework of the windmill
in thelate 1920s, andi nt helate 1940s t hewindmi |l and cypress tank
were renoved after t hepressure tank was installed ("WIlliamT. Vogler
Cottage"). Four small cement pylons that supported thetank remain next
*©t hepunp house. These remants areinsignificant i nthe landscape
and arenot counted for t hepurposes of this nomination.
A concrete shuffleboardcourt (non-contributing structure) v;as

added tothenorth side of t heyard, near t hepunp house, i nt he 3.960s.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

e nationally

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria H A E C

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)

ure
liinter tainment / Recreation

Ar f Significance (enter categories from instructions
R it ( g )

AtAtAgherr ALl am Theodore

QA QB €

[statewide locally
I ID
QD I |G
VANLVANLIVAN °1/\/\'/\'/\l\"/\l\/\ /\/\O/\/\'/\* Dates
1C
lyuy
1976
ral Affiliation

NogheM M Sothers Lunber Conpany

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atxive.

See continuation sheets.

1x1 See continuation sheet



9. Malor Bibliographical References

S= continuation sheets.

Previoua documentation on file (NPS):
0 preliminary determination of individual iiating (36 CFR 67)
hae been requeated
| previoualy Hated in the National Regiater
i previoualy determined eligible by the Nationai Regiater
Jdeaignated a National Historic Landmark
1 Irecorded by IHistoric American Buildings
Survey #
O recorded by Hiatoric American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property

UTM References
A Liizd |5|0,2|8,6,0| |A]0]2,8]3,9,0
Zone Easting Northing

cL_u 111 11 11

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office

B other State agency
Federal agency

H Local government

e University

e other

Specify repository:

B I I 1

Zone Easting Northing
[

| I See continuation sheet

The boundary of the Wlliam T. Vogler | oti s shown on the acconpanying nap
entitled "Property of M. H E Vogler Et-ux, Helen E Vogler, Cherry Lane

N

Boundary Justification

Townshi p, Alleghany County, N C March, 1977, by R E Andrews, Sparta,
CII

| I See continuation sheet

The boundary includes the entire Roaring Gap | ot that has historically been

associated with theproperty.

11. For mPrepared By

nametite _ 7wnnie S Tayl or
organization apsul tant

street & number 700 Arbor Road
city or town Winst on-Salem

* U.S GPO: 1988-0-223-918

| 1 See continuation sheet

date April 27, 1991

. telephone 919-725-9000
,State  N. ,Zip code ?.710A
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Sunmmary

William T. Vogler, a native of Salem N C and a |jewel er by
trade, purchased a | ot fromtheRoaring Gap Summer Resort Conpany, of
which he was a founder, i n1894. Vogler, whose avocation was building
houses, had supervised t hebuilding of thefirst Roaring Gap Hotel i n
1893. He began work on his own cottage i n1908, and i t was first
occupied i nt he summer of 1909. The William T. Vogler Cottage i sone
of only six houses which remain fromthedays of t heRoaring Gp
Summer Resort Conpany, and i tand t he Hugh Chat ham Cottage are the
only houses of theoriginal founders of t heconpany which remain. The
Vogl er Cottage fulfills Criterion A because i ti sassociatedwiththe
events which devel oped Roaring Gap as a mountain resort primarilyfor
prom nent citizens from W nston-Salem and Elkin. The cottagei s
significant as an early exanmple of t heenduring trend of recreational
devel opment i nt heNorth Carolina mountains for thepursuit of
refreshment, relaxation and leisure activities. The Vogler Cottage

also fulfills Criterion B because i ti sassociatedwith thelife of
William T. Vogler, a man with a significant impact onthe initial
devel opment of t heRoaring Gap resort. | naddition, thecottage neets

Criterion C since i tenbodies characteristics of early 20th century
mountain resort architecture and t heworkmanship of local craftsmen
and W Iliam T. Vogler himself. Even though t heVogler Cottage i s
still i nthehands of t heVogler famly, theperiod of significance
for this nom nation starts 1 n1908 with thecottage's construction and
ends i n1926 with t hedeath of it sbuilder, Wlliam T. Vogler. The
1926 date also coincideswith beginning years of t hesecond phase of
devel opment at Roaring Gap.

Entertainment/ Recreation Context

Roaring Gap i slocated i nthesoutheast corner of Alleghany
County at an elevation of approximately 3000 feet i nt heBlue Ridge
Mountains. To theearly mountaineers. Roaring Gap was an area along
the Eastern Continental Divide, between two peaks, where t he wind
"roared" through t hemountains (Alleghany County History. 22). The
resort development which came be known as Roaring Gap was actually
located i nt helLaurel Branch community. The name Laurel Branch
gradually fell into disuse after theRoaring Gap Hotel was built i n
1893. | t i snear theboundaries of WIlkes and Surry Counties, and i t
overlooks t heYadkin Valley below. The closest town i nAlleghany
County i s Sparta, 18 mles northwest of Roaring Gap. Elkini s
approximately 15 miles south and Wnston-Salem 50 mi | es southeast.

Citizens from Wnston-Salem and Elkin first recognized Roaring
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Gap's resort potential i n1890. Both of these communities had enough

weal thy fam lies t osupport t hedevel opment of a [eisure resort.

Wlliam T. Vogler was a native of Salem a town founded bP/ the

Moravians i n1766 which nmerged with t hetobacco and textile industrial

town of Wnston 1 n1913. | n 1882, Dr. Edward Ront hal er, a Moravian

bishoB, stated that Wnston and Salemwere growing closer together and
us

that I ness was good:
W nston and Salem ar e so situated that their prosperity
s inseparable; as nuch so as i st hesunllﬁht whi ch
shines on them both. W areremnded of this fact by
the freight returns of thejoint Railroad Depot,
amounting i nt hepast year t oabout 25 million pounds,

and meking i tone of thenost important i nt hestate;
.. and by t hesuccessful business undertakings of
Sal em peo?le across thealmst imaginary line dividing
the two places (Rondthaler, Menorabilia. 32).

In t he1890s, Wnston, Salem and other towns i nnorthwest North
Carolina experienced expansion and industrial wealth as new railroad
connections and other favorable conditions helped industries t ogrow.
The time was right for nmen such as Hugh Chatham of Chat ham
Manufacturing Conpany, a textile conmpany i nElkin, tocollaborate with
friends and col | eagues i nnearby towns such as Wnston and Sal emt o
pursue leisure activities i nhealthful resort settings.

Gven thelimts of transportation t othemountain areas, these
resort settings needed t o be as accessible as possible, and Roaring
Gp was only seven and a half hours from as far east as G eensboro.
The train ride toElkin from G eensboro took three and a half hours,
and thel5 mles from Elkin t oRoaring Gap took four hours going up
Lhe mountain and two com ng down. | nJune, 1894, a M. Vod descri bed

s trip:

Leaving Elkin, thebeautiful railroad towmn i n the
Yadkin Valley, |I begin t heascent t oRoaring Gap Hotel,
which was i nplain view nost of theway fromthe start,
and with a conpany of congeni al conpanions had a nost
delightful drive of four hours over a very picturesque
pl ateau of country.

Wth t henatural eyes, aided only by sone short-ranged
field glasses, could be seen t hetowns of M. Airy,
Dobson, Rockford, Boonville, East Bend, Donnaha,

W nston, Yadkinville, Elkin, Jonesville, Hamptonville,

W | kesboro, Sparta, and other mnor ones (Roaring Gap.10).
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The railroad technology that brought the prosperity, the time and
the resources to develop and enjoy Roaring Gp also nade places Iike
Bl owi ng Rock, Linville, Lake Toxaway and other heretofore isolated
mountain areas i n North Carolinaavailable for devel opment. For
Bl owi n? Rock, an area southwest of Roaring Gp i n Watauga County, the
town of Lenoir was a strategic point for tourists. The Lenoir-Blowi ng
Rock Turnpi ke Conpany had begun i n 1845, and its Eremdent, Janmes C
Harper, was a prom nent Lenoir nerchant. Harper built what is
believed to be the first summer honme i nthe Blowing Rock area i n 1856;
a summer hone was then only a |ong day away from Lenoir. After the
Civil Wr, several boarding houses were built for tourists. People
such as North Carolina Governor Zeb Vance | ed a group of socially

prom nent Carolinians to the Bl owi n% Rock resort area. | twasn't
until the 1880s and 90s, however, that the growth of railroads opened
the area to tourists fromthroughout the Southeast. In 1839 the town

of Blowing Rock was chartered, touri smbecane a boom ng business, and
several large hotels, such as the Geen Park |Inn sprang up (Village
Tapestry). While Blowi ng Rock developed into a full-blown tourist
town, itssimilarity to Roaring Gp lies inthe fact that SOC.'a”K
prom nent Carolinians have continued to build houses and suitmer there.

Al'so in 1889 the Linville Land, Manufacturing, and M ning
Conpany of W I mngton, N C, (later the Linville Inprovement Conpany)
was incorporated with the goal of laying out a town I n Avery County
fromwhich mning and timber operations could be directed. Fromearly
1891 to 1892 the Eseeola Innwas built to house the workers for these
operations, but when Hugh MacRae and the other prom nent board nmenbers
of the Linville Inprovenent Conpany net at the Innwith their wives,
they decided to develop the town as a resort for themselves and their
friends. Visitors had to reach Blowing Rock and then hire a hack to
take themthe final 17 mles to Linville. The first individual resort
houses were built inthe 1890s, and they were de5|?ned by emnent
architect, Henry Bacon, a friend of MacRae's who also had grown up in
W I mngton. By the md-1890s, a nine-hole ?olf course was devel oped.
As i n Roaring Gyp and Bl owi ng Rock,.ma.n?/ of the descendants of the
Briginal )founders still summer inlLlinville ("Linville Historic
Istrict”).

Another exclusivenmountain resort developed in renote _
Transyl vani a CountY after railroad access occured fromHendersonville
to Brevard inthe late 1890s. |n 1896 the Toxa\/\a?/ CorrL)any built Lake
Fairfield and Fairfield Inn and a year later built Lake Sapphire and
the Sapphire Inn. Neither of these resorts, however, equaled what the
Toxaway Conpany and its president, J. Frances Hayes, developed as Lake

Toxaway i n 1903. Hayes advertised only for mllionaires and he
attracted such people as Harvey Firestone, Henry Ford, George
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Vanderbilt, and Thomas Edi son. The Toxaway | nnoperated for 14 years.
Lake Toxaway differed from Blowing Rock, Linville and Roaring Gap
because private summer homes were not developed until after t he
Toxaway Conpany went into bankruptcy and was dissolved i n 1913
(Treasures of Toxaway). _

Roaring Gap was part of a larger trend toward exclusive resort
devel opment i nt heNorth Carolinamuntains, and it was closeto
W nston-Sal em and El kin. |t sdevel opment and enjoyment by prom nent
citizens fromthese communities continues today, and access to the
amenities of t hedevelopment i slimted t onmenbers of t heRoaring Gp
Club and their guests. Roaring Gap was never intended t o becone a
mountain town catering totourism but rather a quiet resort where
friends and col |l eagues could relax with their families.

The devel opment of Roarin? Gap as a summer resort was startedi n
1890 by Hugh Gayn Chat hamof El'kin. According t o Chathanis daughter,
Ms. Ralph Hanes, as quoted i nt hebooklet. Roaring Gap. "Father was

ridi n% horseback through t hemuntains t obuy wool for themill
(Chat ham Manuf acturing Conpany, Elkin, North Carolina) when he cane
upon this great place — Roanng Gap. And he was so struck withits
Sﬁ| endor that he wanted everybody he knew i ntheworld t ocone up
there t osee for themselves" (Roaring GaP, 5). Chat hampersuaded hi s
friends i nWnston-Salem WIlliam T. Vogler, Colonel Wlliam A Blair,
ﬁ'nd A H Eller, toformtheRoaring Gap Sumrmer Resort Conpany with
im

W I liam Theodore Vogler was born i nSalemi n1843. H was
educated i nt he Sal em Boys School, after which he |earnedt he
jeweler's trade fromhis uncle, John Vogler. He [eft Salemt o serve
In theCivil War, and when he returned he married Johanna Catherine
Mack, t hedaughter of a Moravian mssmnarg t ot he Cherokee |Indians,
in 1867. He also started his own jewelry business and |ater took over
the business of John Vogler and his son, Elias Vogler (I\/brrmr?{_ Elias
VoPI_er was al so an architect and builder, and it may be from hi mthat
WIlliam T. Vogler was encouraged t opursue building as anavocation.
W Iliam and Johanna Vogler had t wo sons and one daughter, but onlythe
el dest son, Henry, survived past young adul t hood. I'l'iam Vogl er was
influential 1 nthegrowing tows of Wnston and Sal em around t he turn
of thecentury. Ho was very active i nHone Mravian Church i nSalem
he was one of t heoriginal stockholders of Wachovia National Bank,
and he was president of t heW nston-Sal em Building and Loan
Association. He also served as a town comm ssioner for Salembefore
Its consolidation with Wnston i n1913 (Memoir). | twas only natural,
therefore, that when Hugh Chat hamwas pl anning a mountain resort for
promnent citizens fromWnston, Salem and Elkin, WIlliam Vogler was
one of theinitial founders. Vogler helped t oshape t heRoaring Gap
resort i nboth its physical and social aspects.
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In thesumrer of 1893, William Vogler left hi sjewelry business
in t hehands of hi sson, Henry, and went t o Roaring Gap t o supervise
the construction of theRoaring Gap Hotel. According to his
descendants, "he [ived at Charlie Smth's house, which stood i nthe
grove of trees where thegolf cart shed now stands west of High
Meadows Restaurant (onUS 21). Each day he walked to the
construction site (which was on t heknoll above t hepresent 15t h
green) t owatch thehotel's progress. He soon becane acquainted with
the mountain people and they affectionately called him"'Uncle Billy""
(Roaring Gap. 6). The Roaring Gap Hotel was a three-story, shingled
structure, which, according t o an 1899 advertisement, had acapacity
of more than 200 guests. "The roons arewell furnished and equipped
with fire places,” and there were "magnificent grounds for Tennis,
Basket Ball, Cycling and other sports" (Roaring Gap, 12).

The Hotel opened for guests i n 1894 with about 30 roons, and
early guests included theW T. Voglers, theWlliamBlairs, theHenry
Fries', theJames A Grays, and theR J. Reynolds, al | prom nent
W nston-Salem famlies. WIliam and Johanna Vogler told their children
and grandchildrenabout |ife at theRoaring Gap Hotel i n the
summrerti me:

Ms. Vogler talked about all thethings that were done
for entertainment. 'Everyone eagerly awaited Saturday
nights when Aunt Rosa Fries (Ms. H E) would coneto
play t hepiano named 'Tommy,' until everyone gaveout.
There were ganes and dances, such as 'Goingt o
Jerusalem and 'The Virginia Reel."'. .

O occasion, theold mountain evangelist would conet o
preach i ntheballroom He'd sitandread his Bible
for an hour, then preach. And i twas always a special
treat for thechildren when a racconteur would tell
themtales. Colin Cobb, professor of geology at the
University of North Carolina, would cone and tell
exciting stories tothechildren. And they lovedi t
(Roaring Gap. 14).

In 1894 W T. Vogler purchased | ot nunber 50 fromt heRoaring Gp
Summrer Resort Conpany, but t heVoglers continued t ospend a part of
each summer at t hehotel until their cottage was completed i n1909
(Roaring Gap, 6) .

1913 ended an eraat thenew resort of Roaring Gap when t he Hot el
burned. The Voglers told their grandson, Harold, that theflames from
the fire were so bright that "it was |ight enough t oread a newspaper”
at thelaurel Branch post office (Roaring Gap. 18). After the fire.
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interest i nbuilding new cottages almost ceased, but thefamlies of
the founders and early patrons of theresort, theFries (Henry and
Francis), theFilers, and t heVoglers of Wnston-Salem andt he Roths,
Chat hams (Hugh and Alex), and thelillards of Elkin continued t o enjoy
sunmer residency at Roaring Gap (Roaring Gap. 8) . By 1922 a newera
was beginning at theresort, but with sone new faces and t he impetus
of a new paved highway, US 21, t oRoaring Gap. The 1920s at Roaring
Gp and el sewhere i nt hemountain resorts of North Carolina sawt he
devel opment of | akes, golf courses and other recreational amenities.
A grand new hotel, theGraystone Inn, was built at Roaring Gap i n1926
and remains a centerpiece of thedevel opment today, and a golf course,
polo field and | ake were al so developed. Roaring Gap has continuedt o
maintain itscharacter as an exclusive facility for promnent, affluent
citizens, mostly from thesoutheast, and descendants of nost ofthe
original founders continue toenjoy itssurroundings.

Architectural Context

In 1908 when t he Vogler Cottage was constructed, there were five
or six cottages already i nuse at Roaring Gap, most al | of them i na
line along thecrest of themountain, facing east. Hugh Chatham Al ex
Chatham Gilvin Roth and T. J. Lillard, al |l of Elkin, had built their
cottages by 1903, and Henry E Fries of Wnston-Salem had built his
cottage, "Monte Rosa," i n1906 (Roaring Gap. 8; Alleghany
Architecture. 78-81). Except for thelillard Cottage, al |l of these
early houses remain. Both t he Hugh Chat ham Cottage and "Monte Rosa"
are large, rambling houses with long porches, while theRoth Cottage
began as a smaller, one-story house and evolved into a one and a half
story structure completely surrounded by a wide porch. The Vogler
Cottage, however, remains i nthenost pristine original condition of
all of theearly cottages. [tsarchitectural integrity both inside and
out has been documented i nt he best Moravian tradition of accurate
record-keeping. Guest books and scrapbooks dating from 1S09 t o t he
present arekept i nthecottage, and nost of theinterior furnishings
and their placement, as evidenced i ndocumentary photographs, remain
as theWlliam T. Voglers used them

The early sunmer cottages at Roaring Gap were constructed by
I cI craftsmen, although plans for t heVogler Cottage (andprobably
others) were drawn by Fogle Brothers Lunmber Conpany i nWnston-Salem
("W T Vogler Cottage, Roaring Gap"). Even though t he summer
cottages were larger i nscale than nmost Allegha.ny County houses, they
had i nconmmon simple rectangul ar shapes, steep roofs and |arge
porches. Interiors differed from other Alleghany County houses,
however, since t he summer cottages dispensed entirely with thecenter
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hal|l arrangement of nost farmhouses (Alleghany Architecture, xiv).
the whole, however. Roarin? Gaﬁ's early cottages did not | ook out of
place i nrural, agrarian Alleghany County, and they were not, as was
the case i nthelinville resort, designed by promnent architects.

Historical Background

The timbers for t heVogler Cottage were cut i n1907-1908 under
liam T. Vogler's supervision. H Harold Vogler, WIlliam s grandson,
er remenbered that "to protect our house against thewnd's

rific force, as there were no trees, therock chimmey with three
eplaces was huilt i nthecenter of thehouse first. M tch Baugus
t hemason. The house was built around t hechimey and boltedto
It. The house was also bolted totheeight three-feet square rock
pillars which support t hehouse fromunderneath. | t has a solid rock
foundation under two sides" ("WIliamT. Vogler Cottage"). The house
was occupied i n1909, and it was called "Locust Gove Cottage,"
because there was a thick t_:rrovvth of locust trees ont hemuntain side
in front of thehouse ("WIIliamT. Vogler Cottage").

The wrap-around porch of t heVogler Cottage comrands a panoramc
view of t heYadkin Valley below, andtheVoglers terracedthe
mount ai nside i nfront of thecottage into seven levels, using rocks
unearthed during thewell-diﬁging I n1906. Each level contained
different plant material such as apple trees, grape vines, various
fruit trees, and vegetable gardens. Documentary photographs show
wooden | adders between terraces. | n 1909 and i n1913 Wl |iam Vogl er
purchased additional land t oconprise thelarge | ot on which t hehouse
stands today ("W IliamT. Vogler Cottage").

In August, 1917, t heVoglers celebratedtheir fiftieth wedding
anniversary at their cottage. An account of theevent written by the
Twin City Sentinel, a Wnston-Sal em newspaper, gives a glimpse of the
gracious lifestyle enjoyed at Roaring Gap:

W |
| at
ter
fir
was

To | ook down over thevalley fromtheir beautiful
mountain hone; t oreach together t hesunset of their
ears on August 13, 1917, was indeed a gol den wedding
or M. and Ms. W T. Vogler.

The hone had been beautifully decorated for t he day.
Banked i nt herock fireplace were golden wild orchids
and small, delicate tiger [illies fromthefields,
while around t hemantel and stairway graceful ferns and
vines added their charm :

After congratulations had been given t he conpany was
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By 1923, however, theWlliam Voglers could no | onger conet o
their "Locust Gove Cottage" due totneir declining health. Johanna
Vogler died i n1924 and Wl liam died i n1926 (Memoirs). The Wlliam T.
Vogl er Cottage was bequeathed i n1926 t otheir only son, Henry E

Vogl er. The Vogler famly has continued t oenjoy it scottage as a
quiet retreat; descendants of Wlliam T. Vogler were not active
participants i nt hedevelopnent of Roaring Gap into t heexclusiveclub
It has beconme today. | n1930 Henry E Vogler deeded t hecottaget o
his daughter, Helen E Vogler, and upon her death i n1974, i t passed
to her brother, Henry Harold Vogler. Harold Vogler died i n1990, and
the cottage i snow owned by his wife, ElizabethZ Vogler ("WIlliamT.
Vogl er Cottage").
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US Department of the Interior

P 0 Box 7127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Re: WIlliam T. Vogler Cottage, Roaring Gap, Alleghany County
G ace Episcopal Church, Wl don, Halifax County
Dear M. Rogers:
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in theNational Register of Historic Places.
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tions, please call us.
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Wliliam S Price, Jr.
State Historic PreservationOfficer

WEP, Jr/mir
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